2009, September 
Monthly Report

Cultural Troupe


Kalari Troupe performed 3 stage programmes in the following places :
· Muhilan Karai
- Poomikul Vanam
· Manalikuzhyvilai
- Poomikul Vanam
· Chetticharvilai
- Poomikul Vanam
and 12 street theatre programmes in the following places :

· Manimedai

-  CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
· Kaliyankadu
-  CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
· Ottaiyalvilai

-  CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
· Therku Therivilai
-  CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
· St. John’s Middle School
-  CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
· Anaanvilai

-  STRESS MANAGEMENT
· Vahaiadi

-  STRESS MANAGEMENT
· Colechel

-  STRESS MANAGEMENT
· Parakkai

-  STRESS MANAGEMENT
· Women’s Christian College
-  STRESS MANAGEMENT
· Midala Kadu
-  STRESS MANAGEMENT
We have completed all the 70 programmes for Intervida Awakening Jakiriti in government schools. With these programmes awareness was given to teachers and parents about how to understand and help children. Awareness about childrens rights were given to children themselves. The parents and children were very positive about our programmes.

Kalari has performed some programmes for Indian Red Cross Society on “Stress Management”. The effect of the programme on the youth, children and the adults have been so much that Red Cross Society has booked another 17 programmes with us.

Trainings :

The usual Folk arts trainings are being conducted in St. Joseph’s HSS. Special trainings were conducted in Melpalai, Madathattuvilai, and Kanyakumari. We have also arranged Folk Dance Trainings in Thadikarankonam, Madathattuvilai, Villukuri, Mylode and Melpalai parishes on Sundays.
20-09-09 to 01-10-09, Training in Uvari Kaliyal, Silaattam, Chakkai Kuchi, Kampathattam and Paraiyattam was given to CIC sisters in Madurai. The training was given by Asans Sami, Jaya and Beula. The sisters were very appreciative of the systematic, exemplary, and Methodological Training given by Kalari Asans.

From 28-09-2009 to 30-09-09 Training was given to the Sri Lankan Tamils in Trinelvali Camp by Asans, Samy and Reegan. This was a follow up Training of the Summer Folk Arts Training in May 2009. At the end of the Training Certificates by Kalari was given away to the participants by the Rector of St. Xaviers College, Rev. Fr. Britto Vincent sj.
Exams for Subject -3 Folk Dances (Kummi, Kollattam, Oyilattam) both in theory and practical was conducted for the Diploma Students on 10-09-2009. 

Regular Training in Silampam is conducted in Kalari on Wednesdays and Saturdays for Kalari members.

2009, October 

 Monthly Report

Cultural Troupe
This month,  our Troupe performed 3 Stage Programmes in the following places:
· 3-10-09

Thaeri Vilai

Powrnami Cultural Night

· 4-10-09

Thisayan Vilai
Poomikul Vanam
· 10-10-09

Unnamalai Kadai
Poomikul Vanam
17 Street Theatre programmes were performed for Indian Red Cross Society in the following places:

· 6-10-09

Puthu Giramam

Stress Management

· 7-10-09

Aamanakan Vilai

Stress Management

· 8-10-09

Christu Raja Puram
Stress Management

· 9-10-09

Neervakuzhi

Stress Management

· 12-10-09

Maeda Vilagam

Stress Management

· 13-10-09

Colachel


Stress Management

· 14-10-09

Puthalam


Stress Management

· 15-10-09

Mel Midalam

Stress Management

· 17-10-09

Thekkan Thiruvilai
Stress Management

· 19-10-09

Ganapathi Puram

Stress Management

· 20-10-09

Manavalakurichi

Stress Management

· 21-10-09

Muhilan Kudiyirupu
Stress Management

· 22-10-09

Kovalam


Stress Management

· 23-10-09

Leepuram


Stress Management

· 26-10-09

Kovalam


Stress Management

· 27-10-09

Sivasubramaniapuram
Stress Management

· 28-10-09

Thiru Nainar Kurichi
Stress Management

We have completed all the 115 programmes  booked by Indian Red Cross Society in more than 60 villages of KK District.

In general, these programmes have been very effective in all the places we performed.  Many felt that these programmes are far better than the TV programmes and are really an alternative to the TV culture today.  Besides, many expressed that they were educated on Stress Management and Health and Hygiene through these programmes.  Mrs. Rama Lekshimi shared that she could learn various methods to avoid stress situations from daily life. Mrs. Ponnesam praised the Cultural Troupe so much saying that with very talented artists they have depicted the day to day life and how to cope with Stress.
Trainings
Folk Arts trainings were conducted in the following places:

· 04-10-09

-  Mel Palai
· 04-10-09

-  Themanoor
· 04-10-09

-  Mada Thattu Vilai
· 08-10-09

-  St. Joseph’s HSS

· 11-10-09

-  Mel Palai
· 11-10-09

-  Themanoor

· 11-10-09

-  Thadikkaran Konam
· 11-10-09

-  Mada Thattu Vilai
· 11-10-09

-  VilluKuri
· 15-10-09

-  St. Joseph’s HSS

· 18-10-09

-  Mel Palai
· 18-10-09

-  Themanoor

· 18-10-09

-  Thadikkaran Konam
· 18-10-09

-  Madathattu Vilai
· 18-10-09

-  Villukuri

· 22-10-09

-  St. Joseph’s HSS

· 25-10-09

-  Mel Palai
· 25-10-09

-  Themanoor
· 25-10-09

-  Thadikaran Konam

· 25-10-09

-  Madathattu Villai
· 25-10-09

-  Villukuri
· 29-10-09

-  St. Joseph’s HSS

On all Wednesdays and Saturdays Training in Silambam Martial Art is given by Asan S.X. George for all the Kalari troupe members. 

Special Rehearsals are conducted for Cultural Troupe on all the Fridays.  They stay overnight for the same.

A Special Training  was conducted in St. Antony’s HSS, Kanyakumari for 14 days.  In this Training, given  by Kalari Asans, Sami, Jaya, Stella, and Anita,  the folk Dances, Kummi, Karagattam, Uvari Kaiyal and Paraiyattam were taught for 50 students.
In St. Aloysius Minor Seminary, from 19-10-09 to 24-10-09 a special Folk Arts Training was given by Asans Jaya and Beula.  The 14 Seminarians were taught Kummi, Kollattam, Oiyilattam, Lezim, and Karagattam.  

Diploma Course
Written Exam and Practical Exams were conducted for Subject IV Folk Dances (Karagattam, Kaliyal and Lezim).  The next set of Dances are being taught to the students together with 4 new members.
Other Activities
In the  Publications Department, Folk Dance instruments were produced and sold to  CIC Sisters, Madurai, St. Antony’s School, Kanyakumari, Tuiticorin,  Pattari Vilai, Mel Palai, St. Joseph’s HSS, Tirutuvapuram and Beschi Communication Centre, Kumbakonam.
On 08-10-09, twelve Kalari Members went to St. Joseph’s HSS, Tirituvapuram to be Judges for the Cultural Festival conducted by the Diocesan schools.  On 09-10-09, twelve members went to St. Mary’s HSS, Mulagumoodu to be Judges for the Cultural Festival.  It is heartening to see the fruits of the seeds sown by Kalari for the past 18 years in KK District.
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES

(November, 2009)

Cultural Troupe

Boomikkul Vanam Cultural Programme was performed in Marthandam (16-11-2009), Kottar (25-11-2009) and Kuzhapuram (26-11-2009).  In general, there is a great appreciation for the Stage programmes by Kalari. People stay till the end of the programme in most places.

Training Programmes

Regular Folk Dance Trainings are being conducted in Melpalai, Mylakode, Madathattuvillai, Thadikkarankonam, Pattarivilai, Villukuri, and Themanur parishes on all Sundays and in St. Joseph’s HSS on all Thursdays.  Lot of interest is being created among the students and children.

Trainings for the Troupe

From 23rd to 25th of November, special Paraiyattam training was given to the Kalari Troupe members by Asan Velu from Madurai.  New beats and steps have been taught to the members and as a result, the Troupe is in the process of forming a new choreography for Paraiyattam.

From 26th to 28th of November, another special training on Mattu Kompattam and Uvari Kaliyal was given to the Kalari members by Asan Selvi of Murasu Kalaikuzhu. These new dance forms will be included in the new programme we are preparing.

Course in JDV, Pune

Our Director Rev. Dr. Vincent B. Wilson and Asan Mary Jaya have gone to Pune to conduct a Two Credit Course on “ Folk Arts for Social Transformation” for the Tamil students of the Campus from 19-11-2009 to 10-12-2009.  The theory classes will be taken through Power Point programmes and for the practical training the group would be divided in three groups.  It is expected to be a new experience for the JDV students.

Diploma Course 

The students are almost completing the training of Paraiyattam, Sillaattam and Chakkai Kuchiyattam after which exam will be conducted for these dances.

Publications Department

Three new DVDs were released during the feast of St. Francis Xavier our Diocesan patron in Kottar  on  02-12-2009 by our Bishop Peter Remigius.

1.  Sutham Sugam Tharum  (Health and Hygiene).  This 90 mts. DVD is a Street Theatre Programme performed in more than 70 villages in KK DT. Awareness on Personal Hygiene, Water Hygiene, Food Hygiene, House Hygiene, and Hygiene of the surroundings are  dealt with in this DVD.  This could be useful for parishes, Anbiams, Colleges and NGOs to give awareness to the people.

2010, January 

 Monthly Report

Cultural Troupe

During this month, Kalari Troupe had performed Stage Programmes in the following places:

1. 02 – 01 ’10  Folk Dances  in Salem Moovendar Arangam Silver Jubilee

2. 02-01-’10  “Boomikul Vanam”  in Ilanthavilai

3. 08-01-’10  “Boomikul Vanam”  in Kumarapuram

From Jan. 10 to Jan 17 Kalari took part in the Chennai Sangamam Cultural Festival organized by Tamil Maiyam and Tamil Nadu Tourism and Culture Department in Chennai.  In Chennai we performed in the following places.

1. 11-01-’10  “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama in T. Nagar, Pragasam Salai
2. 11-01-’10   “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama in Thriru Vi Ka Nagar

3. 12-01-’10    “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama  in St. Antony’s HSS, Velachery

4. 13-01-’10    “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama  in  Ashraya, School for differently abled children, Egmore
5. 13-01-’10    “Paraiyattam” in Inthiyan HSS, Broadway
6. 13-01-’10    “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama  in   Anna Park, Rayapuram
7. 14-01-’10     “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama  in  Vimco Grounds, Thiruvottiyur
8. 15-01-’10       “Paraiyattam” in  Ooteri, Keezhpakkam
9. 15-01-’10      “Iynthinai”- Dance Drama in    Thiru Vi Ka Park, Shenoy Nagar.
Our Programmes drew great appreciation from the city audience.  Many appreciated the Theme, coordination, the swift changes, expression, variety, and the hard work of the artists.  For the Kalari artists it was a very good experience of meeting different artists, learning about various art forms of Tamil Nadu, and performing at important places in Chennai.  
Trainings

Folk Arts Training Programmes are being conducted in the following parishes and schools every week:

· Mylode

· Thadikarankonam

· Kalaigarajapuram

· St. Joseph’s HSS

· Madathattuvilai

For the Diploma Course student, “Thavil” instrument is being taught besides Silambam classes.  The students have completed their field work in their respective villages and during Chennai Sangamam.  The following are the topics:
1. Folk Songs of Shrirangarajapuram (Oppari, Themangu, Samippaattu,Thalatu, and Sadangu Paattu)

2. Kokkilikattai, Poikkal Kuthirai Aattam (Thanjavur)

3. Burial rituals, Oppaari and Themangu in Kumbakonam

4. Oyilattam

5. The Life styles of the People of Alenchi in earlier days

6. Malar Kambam

7. Theatre forms of Alenchi Village

8. Paraiaattam

9. Traditional stories of Sahayapuram

10. Oyilattam, Theepantham

A special Folk Arts Training was conducted for the Presentation Sisters, Coimbatore from 22-01-2010 to 24-01-2010 at Sira Palayam .  The Training was conducted by Fr. Wilson, Jaya, Beula, Sami, Stella, and Ajitha.  The 36 sisters were divided into 5 groups and Silattam, Kaliyal, Kothegiri Kummi, Chakkai Kuchiattam and Kampathuattam were taught each to one group.  The strict, disciplined, and useful Training and the final performance were appreciated by all the participants and the organisers.
Publications

This month our sales were for Rs. 3400.  Folk Instruments worth Rs 1200 were soled this month.

Special Activities

Planning was done for the Fund Raising Ticket Show for the People affected in Haiti Earthquake.  The members were formed into three groups and they went to a) shops and institutions, b) Schools and Colleges, and c) Parishes to sell the tickets and collect donations.  It was a mixed experience of lack of support, full cooperation, rejection, lack of concern for the affected people and mediocre support by some.  The Programme will be conducted on 13th Feb. 2010 in St. Joseph’s Matriculation HSS.
29th Powrnami Cultural Night was conducted in Veera Puli on 29-01-2010 together with ‘Tamil Nadu Progressive Writers Artists Association’, of KK Dt.  The folk dances performed in this festival have created awareness among the people of this area.
2010, February 

 Monthly Report

Cultural Programmes

Our Cultural Troupe performed  “Boomikkul Vaanam” stage programme in North Rajavoor (07-02-’10), Ittagaveli (14-02-’10) and Nagercoil Perumal Mandapam (26-02’10), “Iynthinai” Dance Drama in Morning Star Polytechnic College (15-02-’10), St. Joseph’s Metric HSS (19-02-’10), Little Flower HSS (22-02-’10), and St. Joseph’s Convent HSS (23-02-’10) and in the Cultural Night (06-02-’10) at Marthandam.
The Iynthinai Dance Drama was very much appreciated in the schools both by the students and the staff.  The programme during the ‘MEDIEXPO2010’ organised by the Daily Paper Dinakaran was very popular among the people of Nagercoil and received a good coverage in the News Papers.

Training Programmes
Regular Folk Arts Trainings are conducted in the following places:

1. St. Joseph’s Metric HSS, Bishop’s House

2. Mylode Parish

3. Thadikaran Konam Parish

4. Patteri Vilai Parish

Silampam Martial Art Training is being conducted for Kalari members on all Wednesdays and Fridays.  

‘Thavil’ Classes are being conducted for the Diploma students 
Special Activities
Kalari undertook a special collection through a Ticket Show “Manitham Pesum Salangai” for the people affected by the Haiti Earthquake.  It was conducted on 13-02-2010 at St. Joseph’s Metric HSS, Bishop’s House.  Our members went door to door to schools, colleges, shops, Institutions, Hospitals, and parishes and collected donations and sold tickets for the Show.  It was a good experience to understand the reception and rejection or the generosity and the lack of concern of the people.  The ticket show was a grand success.  Our District Collector  Mr. Rajendra Ratnoo IAS, Hon. Helen Davidson MP, and Mr. A. Rajan MLA were present for the Function.  Sahitya Academy Winner, Novelist Mr. Ponneelan spoke on the “Humanitarian Actions”.  The programme shared by Nanchil Natham, Murasu, Paramasiva rao’s Pavaikkuthu, Limpo Kesavan, and Kalari was appreciated by all the audience gathered.  
We also conducted a special programme “Iynthinai”  in Holy Cross College (09-02-’10), St. Joseph’s Metric HSS (19-02-’10), Morning Star Polytechnic (15-02-’10), Little Flower HSS(22-02-’10) and St. Joseph’s HSS (23-02-’10) and collected donations from the students and teachers of the Institutions.

A special mention has to be made about St. Joseph’s Metric HSS that collected Rs. 96,476/-, St. Joseph’s Convent HSS that contributed Rs. 62,005/- and Fr. N.M. Henry who collected Rs. 40,150/- from his small parish of Parvathipuram towards the suffering People of Haiti.  
We have planned to hand over this money which may be around Rs. 5,00,000/- to Indian Red Cross Society through our District Collector.

Powrnamy Cultural Night
30th Powrnamy Cultural Night was conducted in Anandan Nagar on 28-02-’10 together with Tamil Nadu Progressive writers-artists Association.  This has created awareness among the people of the area about the importance of Folk Arts and Traditional Culture as an antidote to the globalised western culture of the market economy.
